
2.01 Grading Expectations

Grading is a touchy subject for students and parents alike.  Grades in the band 
program are expected to be a positive experience, rewarding the students 
for successfully completing assignments that demonstrate the knowledge 
they are making and the growth in learning each grade level’s standards.  
Due dates are given as assignments are officially made, but grace is given when completing 
them.  It is very difficult to constantly look for past due assignments so I do ask if you have 
turned in something late and you do not see it graded that you email me so I can fix it for 
you.     

Canvas:  Canvas will be the platform for all of our course assignments.  It is an easily 
accessible way for students to digitally submit assignments and complete tasks and is 
available on all smart devices.  Students will have access on their iPads to complete their 
assignments.  Their work does not have to be done on their iPads, any device that has 
internet and a camera/recording function will be able to support the assignments.  

Playing Assignments:  Most playing assignments will be submitted digitally in Canvas 
using the FlipGrid extension.  This allows protection of class time to learn our instrument!! 
We do have a space set up that students can use to record and submit assignments while at 
school and if needed class time is available to do this (when we are in school!)  However, 
most students are more comfortable in their own homes and not on a time schedule.  The 
video must show the students fingers and face and have the microphone in 
such a way that the sound is not distorted.  Feedback is given through a rubric and 
recorded comments.  Playing assignments are not meant to be punitive-the goal is growth 
and making personal progress on the instrument.  In times like this year turning in this 
recordings is critical because it is the only way for me to hear what is being learned!   

Theory Assignments and Assessments:  Rhythm work and theory work will be given 
throughout the quarter to strengthen the students’ knowledge.  These will be periodically 
assessed through written and video assessments.  These assignments are the foundations of 
what we teach in band class-like the letters, syllables, and individual words that build to the 
music.   

Missing work will be required to be completed.  We have a zero tolerance policy 
for incomplete work for students, as they are at school to learn! Please help us by paying 
attention to the student’s work in Powerschool and encouraging they to complete their work 
on time.   
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Grading Rubrics:  

We will be using a 1-4 Scale for playing assessments this year.   A rubric, very similar to the 
one below, will be attached to assignments that are being graded.  While this may be 
uncomfortable for you and your student the process is very straightforward.  The most 
important part to understand is that the expected performance standard is a 
3.0, not a 4.0.  Students who are performing/completing work at a 4.0 standard are 
exceeding the expectations given.   

The average of each category of assessments will be the student’s grade for 
the quarter.   
Assignments are broken into three categories:  General Assignments, Playing Assignments, 
and Discussion Boards.  General Assignments are each given a point value.  Sometimes this 
means that a student may earn grades such as 23/25.  Always pay attention to the bottom 
number to see how many total points were possible, and the average will be based on the 
total earned/total possible.  There is no weighting of assignments, however playing tests and 
quizzes/assessments will be worth more total points, effectively making them count more.   

Sample Rubric:   

PLAYING 
ASSESSMENTS

1.0         
60 pts

1.5           
70 pts

2.0         75 
pts

2.5             
80 pts

3.0               
85 pts  

3.5  
90 pts

4.0  
95 pts

Tone and 
Timbre

None to 
limited 
accuracy

Some 
discrepancies 
in tone

Demonstrates 
characteristic 
tone 

Exceeds 
expectations

Rhythm None to 
limited 
accuracy

Some 
discrepancies 
in rhythmic 
accuracy

Accurate 
rhythms


Exceeds 
expectations

Dynamics None to 
limited 
accuracy

Some 
dynamics not 
present/
evident

All dynamics 
present

Exceeds 
expectations

Phrasing and 
Articulations

None to 
limited 
accuracy

Some 
Phrasing and 
dynamics 
evident but 
not all 

Correct 
phrasing and 
articulations

Exceeds 
expectations

Pitch None to 
limited 
accuracy

Some pitch 
inaccuracies/
mistakes

All pitches/
notes are 
correct

Exceeds 
expectations
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Assignments that are turned in late will lose points per day that they are late.   Concerts and 
Performances are expected to be attended, as they are the tests and ultimately  the “EOG” 
for our course.  Please ensure that the dates are protected in your family schedules.  

Technology:   

Technology is a critical part of what we do in the band room.  As explained above much of 
our coursework is submitted digitally through Canvas.  Theory work and rhythm work will 
often be completed using apps, and screenshots submitted to demonstrate completion.  This 
allows students to practice their skills in a variety of platforms and using games and 
activities.  If your student does not have permission to use the school iPad they will still have 
to submit their assignments and complete their work.  That may mean they will have to use a 
band device or that they will have to use a worksheet to demonstrate their knowledge.  
Please consider this when you are deciding on permission for your student to use the iPad 
and to take it home this year.  

Powerschool:  

Student grades will be posted in Canvas, and then nightly they will transfer into 
Powerschool.   Please ensure that your student is completing their assignments.  If you notice 
low scores or missing assignments feel free to contact through email or calling the school, or 
send a remind message if you haven’t received communication from the director.   


